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Massage for 26 Islamic Fihq Academy
By

Prof. Dr. Mohammad Kormaz

President Religious Turkey

Al ey dane Lan e Dl 8ally ccpallall 1)y 4 2eal

Dear Attendees,

God the Exalted did not leave man, his most honorable creation,
alone to do as he pleased. He gave him responsibility. He gave him
the tasks of making the earth prosperous and governing it (al-
Qiyama, 75:36; Hud, 11:61). He connected man’s ability to fulffill
this duty to his capacity for knowledge, learning, and understanding.
In this respect He made him superior to the angels (al-Baqara,
2:30-34). Our Lord, who ordered man to conform to legal and
moral principles and keep them alive (al-Nahl, 16:90), described
this responsibility with which He burdened man under the concept of
a “trust” (al-Ahzab, 33:72). Muslims, since the time of the Prophet
and the Companions, have made an enormous effort in order to be
able to meet the obligations of this trust. As a result of this effort,

the science of figh (jurisprudence) came into being.
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The definition of figh as “knowledge of the self, its rights and
duties” represents the perspective of all of Islamic Civilization in the
person of al-Imam al-A‘zam Abu Hanifa. According to this
definition, figh means that man has the natural ability to decide on
matters which concern his rights and duties. Under these
circumstances, continuous research and individual reasoning are
necessary to evaluate every problem which is encountered in the
light of Divine Will and according to the criteria of benefit or
harm.Therefore, in order to fulfill the Divine trust, Muslims are
charged with having a vital figh, one which is always alive, and
with training scholars who can keep figh alive. The Islamic
community, which had the honor of dealing with law as an
independent science for the first time in the world, created the
science of usii/ al-figh(principles of Islamic jurisprudence) for this
purpose. Al-Imam al-Shafi‘i, in his a/-Risa/a, which is considered
to be the oldest work to have come down to us on this subject,
accepted the exercise of individual reasoning as part of bayan
(clarification of a principle), that is, accepted them as tools for
explaining the Divine Will, in order to reach a judgement on an
issue which was not mentioned in the Qur’an or in the hadith. In
this regard he also emphasized that exercising individual reasoning
was a requirement of the Divine test to which the Community was
subjected (a/~Risila, ed. A. Muhammad Shakir, p. 22). Thus the

Community’s success in this test was bound to keeping individual
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reasoning vital. Our predecessors, who left us an enormous legacy

of figh and who produced a literature of thousands of volumes on
it, were successful in this test by presenting solutions to issues
which met the needs of their times. However, our test is taking
place under rather difficult circumstances. The fact that the
changes which have been experienced in the twentieth century
were of a magnitude greater than all the developments in previous
human history, reveals that, when faced with these changed
conditions, it is both important and difficult to provide new solutions
to new problems. Furthermore, the declaration of our Exalted Lord
related to the fact that the Islamic community was brought to the
stage of history in order to serve as an example to all mankind (Al
‘Imran, 3:110) shows that striving to solve problems related not

only to Muslims but also to the rest of mankind is an obligation.

In this respect, the fact that the Indian Academy of Muslim
Jurisprudence has organized some 25 meetings in the past 28
years and that more than 120 decisions were made at the relevant
meetings in order to resolve problems encountered by Muslims can
be greeted with pleasure. These meetings, as well as the
arrangement, by the aforesaid institution, of special workshops
devoted to various subjects and the translation into Urdu of a large
number of books on contemporary figh have been an important
service. In the meeting to be held between 4-6 March, 2017, the

subjects to be addressed will be related to various dimensions of
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social life, such as air and noise pollution, public projects and their
usefulness, buying and selling gold and silver and issues related to
this, and certain problems related to the buying and selling of land.
In the course of dealing with such problems in this meeting, we
hope to reach solutions by taking into consideration the basic
principles of figh, the demands of social reality, and the intentions
of the shari‘ah. It is not possible to stand guardian over fighby
preserving the ashes in a dead hearth, but it is possible by reviving
the fire in the hearth. As al-Qarafi, the great scholar of figh and
usii/ al-figh, said, “To remain frozen in the knowledge that was
continuously transmitted from the past is a mistaken approach to
religion and is to miss the intentions and goals of the Muslim
scholars and the righteous ancestors” (a/=Furug, 1. 176). On this
occasion | would like to thank those who organized this meeting
and | hope that the efforts of the scholars who will participate in it
will produce good results. May God the Exalted grant success to

all of their efforts on the path . . .

Prof. Dr. Mehmet GORMEZ
President of Religious Affairs of Turkey
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